The task of educators to impart a comprehensive understanding of organisms and their creation can seem daunting. This is especially the case in the era of advanced technology, with the challenge of capturing the attention of students who are accustomed to entertainment and social media at their disposal. The authors of *Developmental Biology, Eleventh Edition* have proven to adapt to this reality, by combining thorough text with online learning to allow for an in-depth exploration of its material. 

*Developmental Biology* is divided into seven parts, within which there are a total of 26 chapters to further expand on the given topics. These include: "Part I: Patterns of Processing of Becoming;" "Part II: Gametogenesis and Fertilization;" "Part III: Early Development;" "Part IV: Building with Ectoderm;" "Part V: Building with Mesoderm and Endoderm;" "Part VI: Postembryonic Development;" and "Part VII: Development in Wider Contexts." Part I offers a framework for understanding animal development, which leads the reader to Part II's exploration of the circle of sex, in terms of sex determination and the beginning of creating new organisms. Part III discusses cleavage, gastrulation, and axis formation, while Part IV elaborates on the vertebrate nervous system and epidermis. Part V focuses on organogenesis, with sections devoted to limb anatomy and the formation of digits and joints. Part VI concentrates on metamorphosis, regeneration, as well as aging and senescence. Part VII addresses the relevance of development, with respect to health and disease, the environment, and evolution. 

Several features of the eleventh edition are designed to engage readers as much as possible. For example, there is an "interactive guide" online, created to be a complement to the text. In addition to full video instruction, the associated site offers Powerpoint slides, a glossary, laboratory manuals, and study questions to help understand development as a whole. Of note, the "Dev tutorials" grant access to presentations by the authors themselves. The user-friendly lessons are also utilized in the content of the physical book itself, with descriptive and well-placed illustrations that are dispersed throughout the text. Each part has an "opening question and photo" along with a "punchline," which prompts readers to think about the principles of the given section. As one delves into the topic at hand, there are "developing questions" and "next step investigation" points that are highlighted. Moreover, at the end of each chapter there are "closing thoughts on the opening photo" and a "snapshot summary," which give a broader perspective on the areas under discussion. 

*Developmental Biology, Eleventh Edition* successfully teaches the basis of development in a manner that is digestible and intriguing. It is useful for students who enjoy traditional as well as modern approaches to pedagogy. By systematically reviewing concepts in development, integrating web resources, and providing expansive applications about the subject matter, the textbook is valuable for readers interested in the field. 
